
 

    PPLLAANNIINNAA  
Songs of Eastern Europe 

 

Planina is a mixed chorus of singers and instrumental-
ists from the Denver-Boulder area. We have been 
performing in Colorado and neighboring states since 1988 
and have produced 3 CDs and a cookbook. 
 
We perform 
traditional and 
contemporary music 
from Eastern Europe, 
including songs from 
Albania, Bosnia, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Georgia, Greece, 
Hungary, Lithuania, 
Macedonia, Romania, Russia, Serbia and Ukraine, and 
various Rom (Gypsy) traditions. We sing in the original 
languages with regional vocal styling and provide 
explanations for the songs as we go along. 
 
In addition to singing a cappella, we accompany ourselves 
with traditional instruments (balalaika, doumbek, panduri, 
riqq, tambura, tupan) and modern ones (accordion, flute,  

guitar, mandolin, viola, 
violin). We perform 
some simple dances if 
space allows, and wear 
authentic folk 
costumes for most 
appearances. 

 
Our performances include concerts, festivals, 
community and senior centers, diversity programs, 
corporate and private parties, and more. We also present 
school programs and workshops, sometimes with a 
smaller group of singers. Call to discuss what might be a 
fit for your needs. 
 
We are drawn to the penetrating harmonies, 
asymmetric rhythms, gorgeous melodies, and challenging 
vocal techniques of this music, and the fun of singing it 
together. A few of us are of Eastern European heritage, 
but most of us are not; we’re just deeply interested in the 
music and cultures of 
these countries.   
 
Booking Planina. 
Planina guarantees a 
colorful, richly varied 
musical presentation 
that is exciting, 
beautiful, educational, 
and unique.  Since we 
perform with 8-16 
members, buyers sometimes assume our fee will be out 
of their range.  That’s not always the case.  Planina is a 

501(c)(3) 
organization and our 
members perform as 
volunteers. We do 
charge for our 
performances to help 
fund our recordings, 
research, and other 
projects, but we do 
not make our living 
through music, which 
allows us to accept 
some lower-paying 
performances each 

year. Tell us about your event or series, and we’ll see 
what we can do for you. 

Contact Julie Lancaster, Director, 303-733-1120. 
julie@planina.org  • web: planina.org 


